The LGLC Project

Beyond the Historic Facade:
Skyscrapers, Scapegoats, and the Digital Reclamation
of Toronto’s Queer Streetscapes

The Lesbian and Gay Liberation in Canada project reconfigures Donald McLeod’s
remarkable two-volume work, Lesbian and Gay Liberation In Canada: A Selected
Annotated Chronology, 1964-1981 as a TEI-encoded resource and graph database.
The prototype database, available at http://lglc.ca consists of event, publication, person, and place records spanning from the founding of the first homophile associations
in Canada through to the start of the AIDS crisis. The LGLC project extends McLeod’s
codex form in order to data mine and represent queer history spatially and temporally.
The project not only makes a much-neglected part of Canadian history available for
mainstream scholarly use, it also provides a foundation for modeling identity and representing time and space in digital form.

The LGLC Web App and Maps

Mapping Rationale
Gentrification takes many
forms, depending on the city.
In Toronto, gentrification is
facadist: the hollowed brick
skins of Victorian storefronts
and homes are preserved in
orderly rows, with great glass
office buildings or condos
Before and After
sprouting up through their
once-solid roofs and porticos. Gentrification, however, does not just shape
the streetscape, it shapes the outlook of city dwellers in a way that obliterates urban history, especially the history of marginalized communities.
Gentrification, according to contemporary theories of urban living, is caused
not simply by the influx of new people, but when those people come to cities “not to join in or to learn and evolve, but to homogenize,” bringing “the
values of the gated community and a willingness to trade freedom for security” (Schulman 30). Gentrification “replaces most people’s experiences
with the perceptions of the privileged and calls that reality” (Schulman 161).
In the words of artist Penny Arcade, “There is a gentrification that happens
to buildings and neighborhoods and there is a gentrification that happens
to ideas.” In reflecting on and responding to urban history, there is room for
digital humanities projects to resist the flattening of both the meaning of our

projects and their potential to reveal the digital humanities’ heterogeneity (Earhart, Sample).
In Toronto, a Canadian city that was at the heart of the
gay liberation movement, the building boom of the last
decade has left only the facade of much of the diverse local history. What is behind the facade represents a completely different model for a city, one that prioritizes neoliberalism, conservative values, and the homogenization
of thought. Buildings that long served as cornerstones
Before and After
of the gay community, home to bars that hosted drag
shows, Pride parties, and dance nights, are now the sites
of massive condo projects. The developers do not seem keen to acknowledge or commemorate the darker side of that history – violent, homophobic mobs, corrupt police departments, and unsolved murders.
Our goal in publishing this history online, not only in text, but in map form,
is to make it accessible to an audience of users both inside and outside the
academy. By developing accompanying pedagogical tools to guide users
through the map, we hope to engage local residents, as well as the thousands of students at nearby universities and schools, in working to reclaim
that lost history, and undoing some of the effects of the gentrification of
the mind.

Method

“There is a gentrification
that happens to buildings
and neighborhoods and
there is a gentrification
that happens to ideas.”

http://lglc.ca & http://bit.ly/lglc6474 , http://bit.ly/lglc75-77, http://
bit.ly/lglc78-79

The LGLC maps draw on the final stages of the LGLC workflow: we encode text
in TEI, convert it via XSLT into cypher to
populate a Neo4j database, and pull the
text, latitude, longitude and event URLs
from the database to populate the spreadsheets that drive TimeMapper. The project
originally turned to TimeMapper as a prototype mapping platform, as a way to offer readers spatially and temporally linked
points of access into the LGLC text base,
but quickly outgrew the space available in
a single TimeMapper map.

The LGLC project attempts to balance sustainability with innovation
by using TEI as its base language
for representing the 34,000 entities (people, places, events) in the project, and the relationships between them. The LGLC web app at http://lglc.ca is backed by a graph
database rather than a relational database, and are bypassing the LAMP stack in
favour of an all JavaScript environment. The our database, housed on a virtual machine by our national high performance computing service provider, Compute Canada, expands the modelling potential offered by more traditional relational databases.
We welcome discussion of our stack, web app design, and mapping choices, especially
where there are paths to improve the app and the map’s accessibility.
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