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Dollars are dipping and pounds are precarious. But shaky 
economies can be a boon for budget travelers, as destinations and 
accommodations race to offer incentives such as gas cards, car 
rentals and specials to entice reluctant visitors.

Forgo dollar-chomping destinations and look both closer to home 
and farther away. Traveling strategically is key—make the most of 
your money and recession-proof your R&R time:

• Opt for off-season or off-peak stays

• Don’t go solo—travel with friends or family and share costs

• Book early and lock in prices, so as not to be thwarted by 
exchanged fluctuations

• Look for rooms with kitchens, complimentary breakfasts and 
manager’s happy hour buffets

• Shop for currency before leaving

• Download tokens, specials and coupons in advance

• Buy visitor cards or transit passes before you go

• Splurge on airfare but economize on food and lodging

• Avoid downtown dining and explore cheaper eating in other 
neighborhoods

A treasure trove of brilliant budget destination awaits.

See More,

SPEND LESS

You’ll find reviews for more than 270,000 
hotels, 78,000 attractions and 469,000 
restaurants on TripAdvisor.com. Learn 
from other travelers what to expect 
before you make your plans.

TOP 10 FREE U.S.
ATTRACTIONS

 1. Bellagio Fountains, Las Vegas, Nevada

 2. Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia

 3. Waimea Canyon, Waimea, Hawaii

 4. Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco, California

 5. Angel’s Landing, Zion National Park, Utah

 6. U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, Honolulu, Hawaii

	 7.	 Pacific	Coast	Highway,	Route	1,	California

 8. U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C.

 9. Freedom Trail, Boston, Massachusetts

 10. Central Park, New York, New York
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 by Trav3l1er

 by naturegirl99

With its 50s-style pool, landmark sign and 
modern environmental touches, the Austin 
Motel, “a vintage property, located in the 
hip ‘SoCo’ (South Congress) neighborhood,” 
offers “an authentic taste of the city within 
walking distance of lots of great restaurants, 
shops, cafes, live music, lounges and leafy 
green neighborhoods.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Clarkdale, Ariz.

Austin Motel, 1220 S. Congress Ave.,  
1 512 441 1157, $80 - $100

“Children and adults alike enjoy the thrill 
of watching 1.5 million bats make their 
nightly sojourn into the sky to eat 10-30,000 
pounds of insects. This experience is free 
and Austinites routinely set up blankets and 
picnics on the Statesman’s back lawn for 
the nightly viewing.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Austin

Austin Bats, Congress Bridge, Admission free

“Spider House Patio Bar & Cafe boasts 
free	film	screenings,	live	music	and	DJs	
every night of the week and more Happy 
Hours than anyplace I’ve ever been. 
With something for everyone—coffee, 
beer, wine, mixed drinks, espresso, 
tea, milkshakes, smoothies and great 
food—this bohemian hangout is a must for 
anyone seeking the quintessential Austin 
experience.”—TripAdvisor Member, Austin

Spider House Patio Bar & Cafe, 2908 Fruth St., 
1 512 480 9562, $3 - $7

“Austin is a very informal city: Laid-back, but energetic. Down-home 
but	cultured.	Sophisticated	but	funky.	You’ll	find	it	all	here.	Austin	is	
the ‘live-music capital of the world,’ with the South-by-Southwest 
and the Austin City Limits music fests every year. A perennial ‘Best 
Place to Live’ winner, it’s also a great place to visit, offering a range of 
attractions, activities and friendly locals. The shopping, restaurants 
and nightlife offer world-class appeal with a Texas feel. Austin has 
a free trolley system called the ‘Dillo (short for armadillo!) that 
runs routes around downtown and the University of Texas area.”—
TripAdvisor Members, Texas

WHERE TO STAY

AUSTIN, TEXAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“The Marquis of Dufferin Seaside Inn is a 
small gem on the beautiful Eastern Shore of 
Nova Scotia. The rooms have a wonderful 
view; the proprietor is so nice and friendly 
and the food is great. Port Dufferin is a 
picture-perfect little seaside town close to 
the not-to-be-missed Taylor Head Park.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Hamburg, Germany

Marquis of Dufferin Seaside Inn, The Marine 
Drive, Port Dufferin, 1 902 654 2696, $65 - $80

“The Cabot Trail is the most fantastic 
drive ever—it has everything: highlands, 
lowlands, rivers, trees, Atlantic Ocean, 
Northumberland	Strait,	whales,	fishing	
villages, hiking, camping, wildlife. I lost my 
heart to this wonderful place.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, London, Ontario

Cabot Trail, Cape Breton Island,  
1 902 224 2306, Admission to Cape Breton 
Highlands National Park $6.50 per adult, 
$16.50 per family

A	favorite	of	Kathy	Bates’s	during	the	filming	of	
Dolores Claiborne, Magnolia’s Grill comes 

“highly recommended. The food was simply 
delicious!	The	fish	cakes	were	accompanied	
by out of this world rhubarb chutney. Their 
famous key lime pie made a wonderful end 
to our meal. For the quality of the food, the 
total tab was very reasonable.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Niagara Region, Ontario

Magnolia’s Grill, 128 Montague St., Lunenburg, 
1 902 634 3287, $5 - $11

“Quaint towns, scenic views, short hikes and historic sites. Nova 
Scotia	has	so	many	areas	that	fit	that	bill,	it’s	hard	to	know	where	
to start.” A sample itinerary: “We drove the Lighthouse Route and 
stopped at every town along the way. Mahone Bay and Chester 
were	magnificent.	Lunenberg	was	just	beautiful.	Halifax	was	great.	
We came home exhausted, but happy with the conclusion that 
Nova Scotia is a beautiful place to visit with the friendliest people!” 
The best part?  “Regardless of your budget and personal tastes, 
accommodations are endless.”—TripAdvisor Members

NOVA SCOTIA, CANADA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 by NcMysteryShopper

	by	florsita

“I was looking for a sunny, secluded place 
with a beautiful beach—almost impossible 
nowadays	to	find.	In	Bahia de la Luna, I 
found exactly what I was looking for. If you 
want to be in one of the last paradises on 
earth, hurry up!”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Zurich, Switzerland

Bahia de la Luna, Playa La Boquilla,  
52 958 589 5020, $50

Take	a	guided	tour	or	find	your	own	
way through the ruins at Monte Albán. 

“The view is outstanding and delightfully 
breathtaking—especially after climbing the 
stairs! I can certainly see why they picked 
this location in 500 BCE, as you couldn’t 
get any closer to the gods!”—TripAdvisor 
Member, North Carolina

Monte Albán, 52 951 516 12151215, 
Admission $3; Guided Tour, $15

Featuring “nice local ambiance and good 
service,” La Olla offers “Mexican food 
presented in an artistic and very original 
way. Furthermore, it’s very good—and 
cheap!”—TripAdvisor Member, Barcelona, 
Spain

La Olla, Reforma No. 402-1, Col. Centro,  
52 951 516 6668, $5

“The various indigenous civilizations in Oaxaca, fused with Spanish 
and	other	European	influences,	have	created	a	vibrant	Mestizo	
culture that places great emphasis on the arts. The richness and 
quality of local hand-made crafts attract many visitors to the 
city. The various products, such as leatherwork, tin ware, pottery, 
textiles,	tapestries	and	jewelry,	all	reflect	the	history	and	traditions	
of Oaxacan people. In Oaxaca there are hotels and B&Bs to meet 
virtually every budget, from $10 a night hostels to hotels well over 
$100, and everything in between.”—TripAdvisor Members

OAXACA, MEXICO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“Two thumbs up for Hotel Terrasol. 
This small hotel is easy on the wallet, 
conveniently located and presided over 
by a great pair of hosts who go the extra 
kilometer to provide top notch service to 
their guests. With complimentary internet 
and breakfast, a great little restaurant and 
comfy beds, this place provides excellent 
bang for the travel buck.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Copan Ruinas, Honduras

Hotel Terrasol, Avenida Barricada, Antiguo 
Teatro Colonial 75 Varas al Sur, 505 552 8825, 
$30 - $40

Mombacho Volcano “has to be one 
of the most amazing places I’ve had the 
opportunity to visit. This beautiful and 
enormous volcano has a rich landscape and 
an environment just blooming with wildlife. 
Definitely	an	experience	for	an	outdoorsy	
person. I had the time of my life. The price 
is great, too—around $10 to see a wonder 
of Mother Nature.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Altamonte Springs, Fla.

Mombacho Volcano, Mombacho Volcano 
Natural Reserve, 505 552 5858, Tour $5 - $10

With owners who speak multiple languages, 
El Jardin de Orion is “a cute spot for 
everyone!” At a price you can afford, you 
will enjoy “a great meal in a gorgeous 
colonial city, with groovy owners that 
appreciate and enjoy all world cultures!”—
TripAdvisor Member, France

El Jardin de Orion, Avenida El Palenque,  
505 552 1220, $5 - $10

“Granada is an amazing place to visit: The culture, architecture, history and 
nightlife are amazing. In addition, you can’t beat the prices.” There’s no end 
to activities for the intrepid traveler. “Hike Mombacho Volcano from near the 
summit, then come back down for the canopy tour. Kayak with a guide among 
the Isletas of Granada. Round this out with visits to Masaya Artisans’ market and 
Catarina at Laguna Apoyo. Also the museum of Convento San Francisco is worth 
a stop.” And save your córdobas on transportation: “Once you’re in Granada, you 
can walk to every place in town.”—TripAdvisor Members

GRANADA, NICARAGUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WHERE TO STAY WHAT TO DO WHERE TO EAT

WHERE TO STAY WHAT TO DO WHERE TO EAT

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g150801-d599024-Reviews-Bahia_de_la_Luna-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g150801-d877699-Reviews-La_Olla_Restaurant-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g150801-Oaxaca_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast-Vacations.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g580113-d1016256-Reviews-Hotel_Terrasol-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580113-d679917-Reviews-Mombacho_Volcano-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g580113-d1064045-Reviews-El_Jardin_de_Orion-Granada.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g580113-Granada-Vacations.html


tripadvisor.com 5 Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716 tripadvisor.com 5

 by interbum

 by tunliweb

“Casa Blanca is just what we were 
looking for: away from the crowd a bit, yet 
convenient to the supermarket, internet 
cafe, laundry service and restaurants. The 
rooms are clean and spacious for the price. 
The pool was well maintained and a delight 
to spend time in. Staying here is a good way 
to see the real Dominican Republic, not 
the	artificial	world	of	the	all-inclusives.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Rockton, Ill.

Casa Blanca Hotel, 113 Main St., Cabarete, 
1 809 571 0934, $31 - $42

Take a taxi to El Choco National Park where, 
“for a small fee,” you get a guided tour of 
the Cabarete Caves, “an easy two-hour 
walk into the forest. Not much climbing 
involved, with lots of stops. The caves are 
stunning. Bring a bathing suit and towel, so 
you can swim in the freshwater pool at the 
bottom of the deepest cave. You can see 
down about 60 or so feet to the bottom of 
the beautifully clear water.”—TripAdvisor 
Members

Cabarete Caves, El Choco National Park, 
Park fee $1.50, Tour $2 - $5

“Right on the beach, Martini’s Beach Bar 
and Grill is romantic. The food is plentiful 
and the martinis are excellent and big! 
We especially enjoy happy hours for the 
drinks and the food at great prices. They 
also have special evenings, such as the very 
popular Taco Tuesday and the Pig Roast.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Quebec

Martini’s Beach Bar and Grill, Cabarete 
East, Cabarete, 1 809 915 8815, Happy Hour 
Menu $2.80

In the Dominican Republic, a multitude of natural habitats are waiting to 
be explored. “The North Coast is busy and active, with great beaches 
and affordable resorts. Sosua and Cabarete are great little towns 
where you can experience the local culture. Cabarete is a windsurfer’s 
paradise. Constant breezes attract people from all over the world, and 
the waves are incredible. There are many budget hotels or condos 
where you can make your own food and have dinner under the stars 
right	on	the	beach.”—TripAdvisor	Member,	Freehold,	N.J.

CABARETE, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“Oki Doki is advertised as a hostel but 
provides the services of a well-run small hotel. 
The breakfast in the morning was great, and 
they also sold drinks, including beer on tap at 
a great happy hour price! I would thoroughly 
recommend this hostel for its quirkiness, 
cheapness, location, safety and atmosphere.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Irvine, U.K.

Oki Doki Hostel, pl. Dabrowskiego 3,  
48 22 826 5112, $18 per bed, no breakfast; 
$75 per room with private bath

“The Old Town is situated right next to 
the Royal Castle in Warsaw and is truly 
magnificent.	Plenty	of	shops	and	restaurants	
offering everything from kebabs, Mexican, 
Japanese	and	traditional	Polish	fair.	In	the	
summer,	expect	the	square	to	be	filled	with	
art vendors and set up European-style with 
cafes. Beer is cheap, at about $2 for a pint 
of Polish brew.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Vermont

Old Town (Stare Miasto), Admission free

“Bar Uniwersytecki is a place where you 
can see what life in communist Poland 
was like. First you have to queue to the 
counter and then you meet the ladies from 
the kitchen in their dirty aprons, shouting 
‘pierogies!’ The food is very cheap and 
traditional, and a whole myriad of people 
go there, from elderly ladies to students.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Warsaw

Bar Uniwersytecki, 20 Ulica Krakowskie 
Przedmiescie, 48 22 826 0793, $1 - $5

“Public transport is cheap, quick and goes everywhere in Warsaw,” 
so getting around is easy and fun. “A short bus ride will take you to 
Lazienki Królewskie, a huge park with a castle, monuments, and 
lakes.” The Old Town offers opportunities for both people-watching 
and exploring the many historic sights of the city. “Go for a cheap 
ice cream and then walk the streets before settling down for a lovely 
Polish beer on a swinging bar bench—you sit on them and rock to 
your heart’s content!”—TripAdvisor Members

WARSAW, POLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Rivertime Ecolodge “sits on the bank 
of the Nam Ngum River, and its setting is 
spectacular! We stayed in a cabin, but semi-
detached and dorm cabins are available. A 
staff member showed us around the nearby 
Lao Loum village and its temple. These 
weren’t added extras on our bill but were 
part of the service. I cannot recommend it 
enough.”—TripAdvisor Member, Seoul, Korea

Rivertime Resort and Ecolodge, Nam Ngum 
River, Vientiane, 856 20 5513672, $8 dorm 
lodging; $28 room

COPE is “an organization that provides 
prosthetic limbs for people who are in need. 
Their visitor center and exhibition was free 
of charge. The center was very well laid out 
and informative about the bombings Laos 
suffered during the Vietnam War, the drastic 
consequences of war, which are still killing 
people to this day, and how COPE is helping.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Cambridge, England

Cooperative Orthotic and Prosthetic Enterprise 
(COPE), Boulevard Khouvieng, National 
Rehabilitation Centre, Vientiane, 856 21 218427, 
Admission free; Donations accepted

“If you like high quality Lao food, Kua Lao 
is the perfect place to take visitors who 
wish to experience good Lao cooking. This 
restaurant also has a show featuring Lao 
music and dancing. It sounds kitschy, but 
isn’t at all. You can even bring your own 
wine for a modest corkage.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Vientiane

Kua Lao, 141 Samsenthai Road, Vientiane, 
856 21 215 777, $2 - $10

“Budget backpackers are plentiful” in Laos, particularly in Luang 
Prabang, “a world heritage city where there’s an old Royal Palace 
and many Wats in which you’ll see Lao history and culture. There’s 
a market every night, with many handmade and inexpensive items.” 
Because it is so popular, “you will have to pay for it.” So try something 
different: “If you want to see real Lao culture, go where Lao people 
live, not only to the tourist areas. You can go to Lao restaurants, 
temples and historic places. Lao people are friendly.”  In smaller 
villages off the beaten track, “you can get the same thing for less.”—
TripAdvisor Members

VIENTIANE, LAOS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“Hotel Longchamps is incredible! Located 
in the Zemalek area, this hotel is a gem. The 
staff is very professional and unfailingly kind. 
They’ll help you make any plans you need, 
even write directions for your taxi driver 
in	Arabic!	You	cannot	find	a	better	hotel	in	
Cairo.	Clean,	comfortable	and	most	definitely	
our new ‘home away from home.’”—
TripAdvisor Member, Sacramento, Calif.

Hotel Longchamps, 21 Ismail Mohamed St., 
20 2 2735 2311 12, $78 - $89

Khan Al-Khalili is “an amazing market 
consisting of lots of narrow alleyways and 
some of the smallest and oldest shops I’ve 
ever been in. You do get ‘hassled’ by the 
vendors, but this was part of the charm. 
After three hours we emerged, and I felt a 
little sad that I was leaving. I can’t wait to go 
back!”—TripAdvisor Member, Melbourne, 
Australia

Khan Al-Khalili, al-Azhar Street, Admission 
free

Egyptian Pancake House “serves ‘Fattir,’ 
a	local	pastry	filled	or	topped	with	either	
savory or sweet. You can watch the chef 
while he makes the fattir and puts it in the 
oven,	a	difficult	task.	I	recommend	this	place	
to anyone in the Khan Khalili who needs 
a good, fresh and inexpensive meal.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Cairo

Egyptian Pancake House, Midan Hussein, 
Khan el-Khalili, $1 - $3

“Egypt is very cheap.” Though it’s “not too hard on your budget, 
it is easy to overspend buying all the bargains.” Cairo is home to 
numerous archaeological and historic sites, some more affordable 
than others. “Entrance fees can become expensive, so you have to be 
selective. You can have a lot of fun just walking in Islamic Cairo and 
market areas—this can be a very cheap day. Using hostels will make 
your visit quite inexpensive. Especially in downtown Cairo, there are 
a lot of options.”—TripAdvisor Members
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 by one4fun

 by Kwaussie

Hostal Marani is “very unassuming, but 
very clean, with friendly staff, and it’s 
extremely affordable. Breakfasts were 
modest but good, and you could order 
more for an extra dollar. This hotel is 
linked to a Dutch NGO. It made us feel 
good	that	part	of	the	profit	is	spent	on	the	
Hope Foundation for Peruvian Children.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Toronto, Ontario

Hostal Marani, Carmen Alto 194,  
51 84 249462, $47

You don’t have to travel all the way to 
Machu Picchu to appreciate the beauty 
of Incan art. “The Pre-Columbian 
Art Museum is an outstanding way to 
experience Peruvian art. Quotes from 
famous artists about how this ‘primitive art’ 
inspired them is an excellent way to bring us 
closer to the artists.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
South America

Pre-Columbian Art Museum, Plaza de las 
Nazarenas, 51 84 233210, Admission $6.50 
Adult; $3.50 Student

El Gusto es Nuestro is “simply decorated, 
warm and inviting. The food was delicious, 
fresh and light. The pasta, bread and 
cheesecake stand out as delicious, and 
all are homemade. Andrea and Gianni’s 
hospitality is unsurpassed. Fantastic. A 
great value and not to be missed for either 
the food or conversation.”—TripAdvisor 
Member

El Gusto es Nuestro, Tecsecocha 420,  
51 84 255060, $8 - $10

High up in the Andes, the city of Cusco is a dense blend of ancient 
and modern cultures. With so much to see and do, save money and 
purchase the boleto turístico: “You’ll get one free entrance to 16 
selected attractions; the pass is valid for 10 days.” You can “see the 
best of Cusco on foot. Use the Plaza de Armas as a home base. It’s 
both the old center of the city and the current center of activity.” 
If the hills get to be too much, “taxis are very cheap. To travel 
anywhere in Cusco, a taxi costs two soles.”—TripAdvisor Members

CUSCO, PERU. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Treks Backpackers is “the best hostel 
I’ve ever been to: very clean, quiet, great 
facilities, good location, helpful staff. I saw 
different kinds of travelers in the hostel, 
from young backpackers to older travelers. 
It’s not a party hostel, but more a hostel 
for independent travelers.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Paris, France

Treks Backpackers, 1278 Haupapa St.,  
64 7 349 4088, $12 - $18 per bed; $36 - $41 
per room

Kuirau Park is “worth walking through. 
In addition to pretty gardens, you can see 
steam, bubbling mud and even enjoy a foot 
bath in thermal water. And it is free!”—
TripAdvisor Member, Rotorua

Kuirau Park, Ranolf Street and Lake Road, 
64 7 348 4199, Admission free

For “good casual dining,” try the Fat Dog 
Café & Bar. It has a “fun atmosphere and 
décor—you can read poetry off your chair! 
It’s very relaxed and a local institution.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Christchurch, New 
Zealand

Fat Dog Café & Bar, 1161 Arawa St.,  
64 7 347 7586, $5 - $12

“Tourism capital and Maori cultural center for the North Island, 
Rotorua is a city like no other. At 900 feet above sea level and 
boasting 16 freshwater lakes within 20 minutes of the city, a fantastic 
museum, more hotel, motel and backpacker beds than any other city 
in New Zealand and a host of activities, there is truly something for 
everyone. It really just depends on what you want. For scenery, not 
only are there lakes, but forest trails, scenic gardens and of course 
the thermal areas. For those on a budget, bubbling mud can be seen 
for free at either Government Gardens or Kuirau Park.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Rotorua 

ROTORUA, NEW ZEALAND. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Spend Less,

SEE MORE

“Plan ahead for hotels and trains. When 
doing your research, look for hotels that are 
in sight of the train station. This eliminates 
the taxi to and from the hotel—it’s very 
nice to be able to say, ‘No thanks, I can 
see my hotel from here.’”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Tucson, Ariz.

“If you don’t want to spend too much for 
a show, you can ask the theater’s box 
office	for	‘Standing	Room	Only’	tickets”	
or ‘Rush’ tickets for less money. Or skip 
the big shows: “Check out some of the 
local theaters and keep an open mind. The 
experience is priceless!”—TripAdvisor 
Members

“When you’re looking for a hotel” in a major 
tourist city, “extend your search area. 
You’ll	find	more	hotel	choices	that	may	save	
some of your vacation budget.” Also, “eat 
and drink a little outside of the main tourist 
areas—it’s cheaper and more traditional!”—
TripAdvisor Members

“Stretch out your $$ by doing a couple 
of picnic lunches. The wine and dine can 
add up fast! You may consider bringing 
a cooler and hitting the local grocery for 
picnic items and bottled water. A bottle of 
wine purchased for what a glass costs at a 
restaurant is just as good while watching the 
sunset in a nice courtyard.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, San Fernando, Calif.

Many restaurants will allow you to bring 
your own wine. “Bring a bottle and stretch 
your budget!”—TripAdvisor Member, Napa, 
Calif.

“For saving money on tourist attractions,” 
look for multiple-day or multiple-
attraction passes. Often “you can skip 
ticket lineups and get discounts or free 
admission to many attractions and places.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Vancouver, British 
Columbia

DOs

Don’t “spend big bucks on a fancy 
hotel, when all you’re doing is sleeping 
there. You can save a lot of money by 
staying at a no-frills budget hotel.” Hostels, 
pensions, B&Bs and campgrounds can 
also provide budget-friendly options.—
TripAdvisor Member, Memphis, Tenn.

“Don’t pay full price for anything 
until you check out the millions of 
coupons,” often available online or at 
tourist information centers, “for darn 
near everything from dining to helicopter 
tours.”—TripAdvisor Member, Lancaster, 
England

Don’t go during peak times or seasons. 
“The price of hotel rooms triples or more 
at the weekend so stay during the week 
instead. You’ll get the same great service 
and room at a fraction of the price.” Also, 

“the low season can be a highlight if you’re 
looking for a cozy getaway. Hotel prices 
are usually greatly reduced and the scene is 
quiet. “—TripAdvisor Members

“Don’t be persuaded to spend loads of 
money on sightseeing tours, when you can 
do your own thing quite easily. Public transport 
is cheap—you’ll save a fortune! And it’s more 
fun.”—TripAdvisor Members

Don’t get scammed out of your hard-
earned money! “Beware the touts, no 
matter how helpful and well presented they 
are. There are so many scams, and some 
of them could land you in serious and very 
expensive legal problems.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Bangkok 

DONTs

TOP 10 Free European Attractions
 1. Pantheon, Rome, Italy

 2. National Gallery, London, England

	 3.	Museum	of	the	Jewellery	Quarter,	Birmingham,	England

 4. Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris, France

 5. St. Michael and St. Gudula Cathedral, Brussels, Belgium

 6. Duomo - Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence, Italy

 7. Retiro Park, Madrid, Spain

 8. Westminster Abbey, London, England

 9. St. Mark’s Basilica, Venice, Italy

 10. Giant’s Causeway, Bushmills, Northern Ireland

TripAdvisor members have posted more 
than 1,380,000 photos on the site.
The good, the bad and the very candid. 
It’s almost like being there!
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